Scanning electron microscopic observation on the distal part of the male urethra of the mouse.
In the proximal end of the navicular fossa, the stratified columnar epithelium lining the spongy part of the urethra abruptly changes into the stratified squamous one, presenting a sharp demarcation. It is considered that the junction between these 2 epithelia corresponds to the former site of the junction of the entoderm and ectoderm. The width of the microridges in the distal part of the navicular fossa was about doubled compared to that in the proximal part. It is suggested that the epithelium in the distal part is keratinized, while that in the proximal part is nonkeratinized.